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Prague, July 24th, 1882

My dear Mr. Sander,

So today is the 24th and the two crates destined for Baron Hruby have not arrived yet.
I am sending you a remedy for your cough, the quantity to be taken is that which fits on the blade of a knife.

It is made of licorice (Glycyrrhiza glabra). I have taken it and my cough is nearly gone. I have used it a number of times and with good success. You can drink a little water or tea with it. There are no ill effects if you take it daily. As the cough diminishes little by little, you reduce the intake of the remedy. For a cough should not be allowed to persist, otherwise the lungs start to suffer. 

The 25th today and finally the crates have arrived with the two Cattleyas rotschildiana. I unpacked them and the rotschildianas were completely black at the base, nevertheless there were some green leaves. Of the Cattleya sanderiana, a number had brown pseudobulbs but there is still life in them. I have re-packed everything and sent to Jobi with a letter saying that the Cattleya Rotschild is dead but the sanderianas still show signs of life. I shall not charge for these until 4 weeks have passed. If he writes to me saying that the plants are still alive, I shall send him an invoice.
All the plants for Schonbrunn were in good condition but those for Rotschild had suffocated in the extreme heat. I have no news about the plants for Baron Hruby because I had to leave on Sunday afternoon, just before the crates arrived. He just writes that the long delay was due to the address being illegible (this was written on the parcel). You’ll have to get larger address labels than those small bits of paper that. From Mattay I received a consignment within two days here in Prague; the address was big and on a large piece of paper and very clearly written. If this is not done, long delays and much damage can ensue. For if the people cannot read the addresses, the crates just stay where they are. As it was so hot at the time, it is clear that if the plants travel for longer than from Panama to London, the plants will perish. I hope that some things are still alive for Baron Hruby. If they were placed in another crate, it is possible that they have perished. For all orchids on the surface are still quite good.
I believe that Pehaczek has left. He was here 4 days ago and, as well as the 200 guilders, I gave him another 200 marks and 50 guilders, so that in total he has received 500 marks. I have the cheque here and I shall wait until the orchids have been paid for.

I suggest one should record the damage suffered in the post book, but since Baron Hruby has received the crates, there was nothing I could do. He now writes as follows: On the Despatch Note was written ‘Illegible’ as reason for the delay. This is sloppiness on despatch. I am very upset and afraid to open the second crate. Also, it is not good that Prof. Mooren received his consignment on the 9th, when he should be in Liege on the 2nd or 3rd. 
With kind regards,
B Roezl

Translated by: Maren Talbot
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